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BLACK & WHITEBLACK & WHITEBLACK & WHITEBLACK & WHITE

When is a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) Needed?When is a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) Needed?When is a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) Needed?

Does the vehicle 
Is the vehicle a 

Does the vehicle 

or combination of 
Is the vehicle a 

combination YESYESor combination of 

vehicles, have a 
combination 

vehicle towing a 
You need a

YESYES
vehicles, have a 

mfg weight rating 
vehicle towing a 

unit over 10,000 

You need a

Class A CDL.mfg weight rating 

(GVWR or GCWR) 
unit over 10,000 

lbs GVWR?

Class A CDL.
(GVWR or GCWR) 

over 26,000 lbs?
lbs GVWR?

over 26,000 lbs?

NONO NONO

Does the single 
You need a

YES
vehicle have a You need a

YES
vehicle have a 

GVWR over 

You need a

Class B CDL.GVWR over 

26,000 lbs?
Class B CDL.

26,000 lbs?

NONO

U.S CDL REQUIREMENTSU.S CDL REQUIREMENTS
Is the vehicle 

U.S CDL REQUIREMENTS
(revised 04/09) Is the vehicle 

designed to 

(revised 04/09)
designed to 

You need a
YESEXCEPTIONS transport 16 or You need a
YESEXCEPTIONS transport 16 or 

more people 

You need a

Class C CDL.
Drivers of the following are exempted 

more people 

including the 
Class C CDL.

Drivers of the following are exempted 

from obtaining a CDL:
including the 

driver?from obtaining a CDL: driver?

1. Recreational vehicles for personal 

NO

1. Recreational vehicles for personal 

use NOuse NO
2. Military vehicles2. Military vehicles

3. Emergency vehicles

Does the

3. Emergency vehicles

4. Farm vehicles (not used for hire or Does the

vehicle transport a 

4. Farm vehicles (not used for hire or 

driven 150 miles from farm) vehicle transport a 

placardable You need a
YES

driven 150 miles from farm)

5. Local Government (used for snow placardable

amount of 

You need a

Class C CDL.

YES
5. Local Government (used for snow 

and ice removal) amount of Class C CDL.and ice removal)
Hazardous 

Class C CDL.and ice removal)

Material?
ENDORSEMENTS

Material?
ENDORSEMENTS

NOT = Double/Triple Trailer NOT = Double/Triple Trailer

P = Passenger Vehicle designed to carry
NO

P = Passenger Vehicle designed to carry

16 or more people including driver16 or more people including driver

You do not
N = Tank Vehicle

You do not

need a CDL.

N = Tank Vehicle

H = Hazardous Materials
need a CDL.

H = Hazardous Materials

X = H/M and Tank need a CDL.X = H/M and Tank

S = School BusS = School Bus
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